
Welcome
Back
Cleveland Hill Middle School
2022-2023

On behalf of the faculty and staff of Cleveland Hill Middle School,
we are excited to welcome you to the 2022-2023 school year. We
hope you are enjoying the last bits of summer and anticipating
the start of an exciting new year. 

At Cleveland Hill Middle School, we are committed to keeping
student achievement and individual growth our highest priorities.  

One of our goals this year is to improve student attendance.
Showing up for school has a huge impact on a student’s
academic success starting in kindergarten and continuing
through high school. Even as children grow older and more
independent, families play a key role in making sure students get
to school safely every day.

Welcome Back!

Here's What's New:

MS Walkabout Event
Thursday, September 1st, 5:00pm-6:30pm

Upcoming Events:
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Important Dates..........pg. 2

Important Information..........pg. 3

Safety Drills..........pg. 3

Health Office Updates..........pg. 4

Visitor Information..........pg. 4

Cell Phone Expectations..........pg. 5

Make sure your child keeps a regular bedtime and establish a healthy morning routine.
Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before.
Ensure your child comes to school every day unless he or she are truly sick.
Avoid scheduling vacations or doctor’s appointments when school is in session.
Talk to teachers and counselors if your child feels anxious about going to school.
Develop back up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, neighbor, or
another parent to take your child to school. 

We want to make sure your child doesn't fall behind or get discouraged this upcoming school year. Please
ensure that your child attends school every day and arrives on time. Here are a few practical tips to help
support regular attendance:

We look forward to a positive and productive year together! We extend a special, ongoing invitation to our
families to join us at school activities and events whenever possible. We value your involvement and support in
your child’s education. Your active participation is one of the keys to success during the middle school years!

Sincerely,

Danielle Alterio                                            Scott Bielec
Principal                                                        Assistant Principal



IMPORTANT  PHONE NUMBERS 
AND DATES 

Main Office   
Mrs. Danielle Alterio, Principal ext. 8543  (dalterio@clevehill.org)

Mr. Scott Bielec, Assistant Principal ext. 8434 (sbielec@clevehill.org)
Mrs. Mary Best, Secretary ext. 8430

 
Student Support

Mrs. Patricia Balthasar, ext. 8446
Ms. Sarah Barth, ext. 8328

Mrs. Lisa Hillyard, ext. 8520
 

Attendance Office
Mrs. Amy McNess, ext. 8448

 
Health Office

Ext. 8330

Please dial 716-836-7200 and the appropriate extension to reach the desired office.

Thursday, September 1st, 2022: MS Walkabout 5:00-6:30pm 
Tuesday, September 6th, 2022: First day of school for students

Tuesday, September 13th, 2022: PTSA Meeting
Friday, September 23rd, 2022: Picture Day 

Friday, September 30th, 2022: Homecoming Carnival
Monday, October 10th, 2022: No School 

Friday, November 4th, 2022: Picture Retakes 

Doors Open/Breakfast Begins: 7:35am
First Homeroom Bell: 7:45am
Classes Begin: 7:50am
Student Dismissal: 2:42pm
After-school Activities: 2:45pm-3:30pm
Late Bus Pick Up: 3:30pm-3:40pm

Middle School Bell Schedule 

Please see the District calendar for additional important dates for the 2022-2023 school year. 

Middle School Early Dismissal Dates
10:45AM

Wednesday, October 12, 2022
Monday, October 31, 2022

Monday, November 21, 2022
Thursday, December 8, 2022

Monday, February 6, 2023
Wednesday, May 17, 2023

Friday, June 9, 2023
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Follow us @CleveHillMS on Twitter



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

TRANSPORTATION
Students are dismissed from school at 2:42pm. However, some students may
remain after school for an extra period, approximately 2:45pm to 3:30pm, for 
 extracurricular activities, discipline reasons, or to receive additional help from
teachers. These students will be dismissed at 3:30pm and a bus will be provided.
If a student stays past 3:30pm for sports or an extended activity, arrangements
must be made by the parent for transportation. 

LOCKS 
A reminder that all middle school students will need to purchase a school-issued
lock for $8.00. Students will be given the chance to purchase these locks during
homeroom and lunches. If purchasing a lock may cause a financial strain for your
family, please contact the Middle School Office. 

STUDENT SUPPORT CENTER OFFICE
The Student Support Center is located in the Main Office.
Appointments:  When a student feels he/she needs to speak with their counselor,
they may stop in the Main Office to meet with a member of our student support
staff.

Schedules:  Any schedule discrepancies will be addressed by our counselor.  The
student should bring his or her schedule to the counseling office where the change,
if warranted, will be made by the counselor.

MEALS
Every student in the district is eligible to receive a free breakfast and lunch. Any
extras are charged à la carte pricing; these items must be purchased with cash or
through the school lunch program. 

This Fall and Spring, we will be conducting several emergency and fire drills at CHMS. The purpose of these drills is to
practice the procedures that we would follow during specific emergency situations that necessitate particular actions. 

We wanted to share the types of drills that your children will participate in as part of our comprehensive safety plan.
The goal of practicing these drills is to help our students feel safe at school and to know what to do should an
emergency arise. We are also sharing this information with you so you may discuss the drills with your children.  

Below is a brief description of the drills that will be practiced:

Evacuation: How to exit the school in a quick and orderly manner.  This is most typically used for a fire drill. Each class
follows an exit route and is accounted for while waiting quietly with teachers outside the building.  

Lockdown: How students are kept safe when there is a potential threat within the school. Students practice staying quiet
and unseen within classrooms. 

The intention of this notification is to keep you informed of the safety measures taken to protect your children and to
notify you in order to avoid any surprises and/or miscommunication as to the purpose of the exercise. Please feel free
to contact the Middle School Office at 836-7200 ext. 8430 if you have any questions. 

SAFETY DRILL
INFORMATION
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IMPORTANT  INFORMATION
HEALTH OFFICE
IMMUNIZATIONS
All students must have documented proof of required New York State
immunizations prior to entering school. 
   
MANDATED PHYSICALS
A fully documented physical is required of 7th graders, new entrants, and
some CSE students. A copy of the physical must be received in the Health
Office no later than October 1st. If we do not receive this, your child will be
scheduled for a school physical as directed by NYS Education law. 
 
MEDICATION IN SCHOOL & SPORTS
All medication, both prescription and over the counter, must be secured in
the Health Office and can only be dispensed by the nurse if there is written
permission by the student's parent/guardian AND physician.  The medication
must be brought in the original container by the parent/guardian.    
 
SCHOOL ABSENCES
Please call the the MS Attendance Office at 716-836-7200 ext. 8448 to report
an absence. New York state requires that the school receives written
documentation for all absences. The written excuse should include the
student’s name, homeroom, reason for absence, date of absence and parent’s
signature. The student may turn in the excuse to either the Attendance Office
or his or her homeroom teacher.
 

A Note Regarding Allergies
We are committed to
providing a safe and

welcoming environment for all
of the children in our school.

There are many children
throughout the district with

food allergies.  Please discuss
this with your child and

strongly discourage them from
sharing food or snacks with

other children.   

While some allergic reactions
can be mild, many students
with severe food allergies

experience serious, potentially
life-threatening symptoms
when they eat (and in some

cases touch or smell) the food
that can trigger an allergic

reaction.

Cooperation with this matter
between students, staff,

faculty, parents and guardians
will help make our school a

healthier and safer place to be.

Students Arriving Early/Late
Students are not allowed to enter the building before 7:35 am. A written excuse will be requested for
students who arrive late to school. As school attendance is critically important, after five tardies,
your child will receive a referral and a detention.

Parent Pick-Up and Drop-Off
The parent pick-up and drop-off location is located near the tennis courts. When dropping off your
child, please be sure they exit the vehicle in a timely manner, as to not hold up traffic. 

Picking Up Students (Main Entrance Only)
If a student has an early dismissal from school, please provide a note to the Attendance Office prior
to homeroom. If someone other than a parent or guardian will be picking up the student, please
send a note with your child along with a number where you can be reached. Only an approved adult
will be able to pick up your child. Parents/guardians will be required to show identification when
picking up the child. 
 

VISITOR  INFORMATION
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CELL PHONE EXPECTATIONS

1st offense-Confiscation of cell phone; device turned off; letter and/or telephone call home from office;
student may pick up phone/device at the end of the school day.  

2nd offense-Confiscation of cell phone; device turned off; letter and telephone call home; parent must
pick up the cell phone from office; student will serve 1 after school detention.

3rd offense-Confiscation of cell phone; device turned off; telephone call from office; parent must pick
up cell phone/device from office; student will serve 2 after school detentions.      

Additionally, any student using an electronic device to record or photograph an event in school such as
an altercation, another student or teacher against his/her will, a private bathroom or locker room area,
etc. will be subject to discipline up to and/or including school suspension.

In order to promote the academic success and social-emotional well-being of our students, we have made
the effort to update our cell phone expectations at Cleveland Hill Middle School.  Student devices are
required to be kept in lockers. This includes the cafeteria at lunch time. Students will be able to earn
incentives to use their cell phones during lunch throughout the year.

If you need to contact your child during any point in the school day, please call the Main Office. If your
child needs to call home, they may use the phone located in the Main Office. 

To enforce these new expectations, we will institute the following procedures: 

September 15, 2022
October 20, 2022

November 10, 2022
December 15, 2022

January 19, 2023
February 16, 2023
March 23, 2023
April 20, 2023
May 18, 2023

 
 

Shared Decision Making Meeting Dates

Please remind your child to charge

his/her Chromebook every night.

Additionally, students are reminded to

bring their chargers to school everyday. 

Chromebook
Reminders
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Thank you for your ongoing support!




